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THE VAT DYES

The principle of indigo dyeing has always differed entirely from that of
other classes of dyestuffs, and has constituted an art by itself. Indigo is per-
fectly insoluble in water, and hence cannot be applied in dyeing in this form.

By the action of various reducing agents, however, it may be converted into
a substance known as indigo-white, which is soluble in alkalies; in this
form it is applied to the fiber, and by subsequent oxidation by simple